[image: image1.png]Shattered Wine Bullet Whole
Glass in Wall

Table & Cabinets

LIS Strands of
Hair

Red Tape
(simulated wall)

Smeared
Blood
(catsup)

Turned
Over
Chair

Table & Cabinets

Door Fired

9 mm Casing



A CSI Simulation

(simple/one room)

This is a CSI simulation that can be set up in a Science Prep room.  Do not be fooled by the simplistic set up of the scene.  Students can gain valuable experience investigating, documenting, and deciphering the clues of this crime scene.  Before this simulation, students should have practice at sketching a scene and taking notes, as well as some general knowledge of evidence, controls, and laws as related to such cases.  Due to the popularity of CSI and other forensics media, much of this information is generally known by students.
Setup (Kitchenette/dining-kitchen combo room) 
· Place tape along the floor to simulate wall placement.
· Place a few hairs as if they snagged in a cabinet door hinge as a victim fell.
· Lay a chair down on the floor as if it had been knocked over during a struggle.
· Spread broken glass on the counter top as if a drinking glass had been dropped and broken.
· Smear a small amount of catsup on the floor as if the suspect had attempted to wipe up.
· Make a bullet hole in the wall (real, simulated, or a actual fired bullet).
· Place an empty (used) 9mm casing on the floor under the edge of the cabinet.
· Place a wet, “blood” soaked towel under the counter or in the trash can.
· In the cabinets and on the counter tops, place random objects which would be found normally in this type of room.  Since students will not know which items are significant, these will serve as distractions.  
Optional Items for Setup

These items can add to the story line, increase the details students could pick up, and greatly increase the difficulty of the investigation.  Additionally, these items could be changed slightly to indicate characteristics of a different kind of suspect.

· Gun magazines and books – to portray the suspect as a gun enthusiast

· Some handguns other than a 9 mm (fakes of course) – to portray the suspect as a gun enthusiast

· Video tapes – these can just be blanks, but when asked later you can tell the student of the contents (videos of women standing on street corners, eg.)
· Food – fattening foods, TV-dinners, canned foods (nothing that indicates expensive meals or good nutrition)

· Hidden keys – keys hidden under a drawer or behind a picture could be to a locked cabinet in the room, a safe in the house, a safety deposit box, or a PO box – the contents of any of these places could be pictures of prostitutes or young women/men who are missing or have been abducted 

· Plates and forks – these could be used, clean, dirty, or contain a suspects DNA
What Happened?


[Tell the students this part]


Students (officers) are investigating the house of a 33-year-old man who lived by himself.  He rarely sees his family, and has never been married.  About 1:00 P.M. neighbors heard what they thought was a gunshot coming from inside the suspect’s house.  When questioned the neighbors say that they often heard shots from this house, but normally it is coming from the backyard.  They have called the police several times (shooting in back yard, loud motorcycle noises, trash and junk all around the house, and “floozy women” entering his house).  Since this crime scene is in a rural area, the police has determined no lows were broken.


[Students will not know—but need to figure out]


This single man (Darrell) has always fantasized about women.  He was never comfortable around them and for years know he has been stalking them.  Specifically, he has been stalking prostitutes, taking pictures and videos of them from afar.  After a few years, he brings one or two home with him. He never has sex with the women; he simply brings them home, listens to them talk, serves them food and wine.  Meanwhile, he is also a extreme gun enthusiast.  He does a lot of target practice in the backyard.  He makes his own ammunition and he has several types of handguns.  Darrell also hunts a little, but hunting is difficult and slow-paced.  He starts to think about what it would feel like to shoot a human.  He thinks about it more and more.  Then he starts thinking about killing a prostitute.  He then begins taking videos and pictures of them from the street.  He watches the videos at home and formulates his plan. 

Darrell began to carry out his plan.  He picked up a prostitute outside a local bar.  He and the woman rode around town on his motorcycle.  He didn’t bring the first on to his house, or have sex with her.  He continues in this pattern with several more women.  Darrell’s confidence grows.  He begins to bring the prostitutes to his home, once he even had a gun in his pants pocket.  However, Darrell still hadn’t built up the nerve to complete his plan.  He continued to escalate, pointing a gun at one woman.  When she started to scream, he assured her he was playing a prank on her.

On the day of the crime, Darrell’s confidence is at an all time high.  He brings a prostitute home, serves her a meal and wine, and then shoots her.  The bullet goes through her body and into the wall.  She drops her wine glass and it shatters as she falls backwards.  As she falls, she hits her head on the countertop, snags some of her hair in a cabinet door hinge, and overturns the chair in which she was sitting.  As he fires, a shell is ejected from his gun and lands in the floor.  (see scene below)
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Realizing now he has committed a crime, Darrel begins to clean up the crime scene.  He wraps the body in a tarp and drags it outside.  Since his house has so much junk around, he knows no one will notice one more piece of trash sitting outside.  He then goes back into the house and wipes up the blood.  Darrell is in a hurry and doesn’t notice that there is a small smear of blood on the floor or on the counter top where the woman hit her head as she fell.  Darrell doesn’t notice the bullet in the wall, the hair snagged in the cabinet door hinge, or the shell ejected from his gun.  Darrell plans on cleaning up the wine glass once he disposes of the body and the gun.  He makes a quick attempt at washing the blood from the rag and then tosses it under the sink.  He then rushes to the body ready to dispose of it.


At this point, Darrell realizes that if he transports the body down the road on the back of his Harley, he will be noticed by anyone looking on.  He quickly rides his motorcycle to a worksite where he has access to his boss’s old Ford truck.  He drives it to his house, loads the body in the back and then drives it to a house he is repairing.  As he pulls up to the house, he notices the owner is not home.  What good luck!  Darrell then carries the tarped body up on to the roof, places it in the hole in the roof, and patches up the damage.  No one will notice, he thinks, since this roof had been damaged by weather and needed to be repaired.  Darrell had been hired to fix this damage.  He would be paid for the repair of the roof and disposed of the prostitute’s body all in one quick job.


Darrell then returns the Ford to the worksite and exchanges it for his Harley.  The gun is tossed into a nearby river, never to be seen again.  As he pulls back into his driveway, he finds our students (officers) there to arrest him.  The investigation begins.
The Investigation  [15-20 minutes in the actual scene]

As students enter the one room assure them that there is no evidence anywhere else in the house that relates to this case.  Set the students in context with the situation—refer to “What Happened? [Tell the students this part]”.    They are to investigate this room, take notes, document evidence, sketch the crime scene, and take pictures if they like.  Afterwards they will also have to make suggestions of what evidence should be sent to the lab, as well as what type of analysis should be performed.  Moreover, they should advise as to what controls we should take from suspects, witnesses, or victims.  
After the Investigation


Allow each investigation team time to organize and finalize their report (usually one 90 minute block and overnight, or two 45 minute blocks).  They should turn in the following:

· a master sketch of the scene with a key to be used with the rest of the notes

· all notes taken (with notation and lettering matched to the key)
· all sketches of the scene (noted and keyed properly) 

· a list of articles which should be photographed (noted with letters from key)
· a list of articles which should be sent to the lab and a description of the kind of analysis which should be done on each (noted consistently with lettering matched to key)
· any suggestions of controls which should be taken from the suspects (without controls, little information can be ascertained from evidence)
After receiving the report from students, meet with the group to discuss their findings.  Then tell each student: “I am the lab tech who performed all the analysis on materials sent to the lab”.  Explain what was discovered about each item the students sent to the lab.  Give results only on items sent to the lab and the type of analysis they asked the lab to perform.  Be careful not to volunteer information for which they did not ask.  Additionally, don’t tell them of matches to suspects or victims, unless they asked for a control which would indicate such.  (Don’t forget, as far as the students know, we have no body, victim, or matching weapon.)

After the Report

Once you have given students a report on the evidence, tell them they will have 5 minutes to ask any question of any character in the scenario.  That is, when you call them back up, they can say, “I want to talk to ___________” .  At that point, the teacher will take on the characters traits and answer questions as that person would.  Expect to play the parts of:

· Darrell-owner of the house

· He will never confess

· He lies a lot

· He is a tough guy with an in-your-face attitude

· He will not let you perform a polygraph test (it isn’t admissible in US courts, anyway)

· Neighbors

· Hate Darrell-he has a junky yard, is a loner, and shoots in his backyard a lot

· Didn’t see any thing that day, just heard the gunshot and his LOUD Harley.  

· Occasionally see “floozy women entering and exiting his house

· Darrell’s parents—haven’t heard from him in 10 years

· Hospital personnel

· No missing persons or injuries have been reported 

· Darrell’s boss

· Darrell doesn’t work for him anymore, he was unreliable

· Allows Darrell to use an old truck that he parks at his construction site (feels sorry for Darrell)

· Knows that Darrell does odd jobs around the community to support himself

· The Lady who hires Darrell to fix her roof (where the body is hidden)

· She has never seen Darrell

· She hired him over the phone--friends recommended Darrel, so she hired him on the phone
· She had some storm damage to her roof 

· He fixed the roof while she was at work (9 A.M.-5 P.M.) and she sent him a check in the mail
Conclusion

Once students have had their 5 minutes of questioning, they should work together to write a short synopsis of what they think happened.  It doesn’t matter so much if they are correct or not, just that the facts as they know them support their synopsis.  After all groups have finished, take them into the crimes scene and show them what they missed.  Finally, tell the students what happened.
