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Mr. Sapp

       Syllabus              Forensic Chemistry
RULES FOR CLASS
Be Respectful-Be Responsible-Build Relationships
GRADING POLICIES
Daily Grades: (25%)


 Homework & Participation Grades:


Some homework will be randomly graded each grading period.  A weekly participation grade will be taken.  These will be average and count as 25% of your grade. 

Assessment Grades:  (75%)


Quizzes:


Occasionally there will be announced quizzes.  Quizzes will count as test grades.

 Folders:


Student folders will be graded at the teacher's discretion (at any time) and will count as test grade.  YOU ARE EXPECTED TO KEEP FOLDERS UP TO DATE EVERY DAY.

 Tests:

There will be 3 to 6 tests each grading period which may, or may not, be pencil-and-paper tests.  NO TEST GRADES WILL BE DROPPED.

 Labs:


There will be several labs during each grading period, with the exception of the first quarter.  Lab grades will count as test grades.  Most labs will require a formal lab report in your lab book, which will count as one to three test grades depending on the number of reports.  Lab books will be graded near the end of the quarter.  It is the responsibility of the student to keep up with their write-ups and labs.

 Writing Assignments:


There will be several writing assignments each grading period, including books and movie reviews.  Some will be considered homework grades and other will be considered as test grades.  You will be informed at the time of the assignment.

Finals:


 All students will take the final.  The final will comprise 20% of the semester grade.

Movie Journal:


Approximately one day a week will be devoted to a video and discussion of a certain crime of a certain criminal.  You will be expected to keep a few notes (about a page) and a journal in your lab book about each video.  This will also count as a test grade at the end of the each grading period.

Grading Scale:


The grading scale is the same as used by the rest of the school.

A
100-93


B  
  92-83  

C  
  82-73  

D 
  72-65  





F 
  64-below

Extra Credit:


Extra credit assignments will be made available to all students at different points throughout the course.  

· Reading ten science articles in magazines and writing a one-page summary of each article may earn you a bonus test grade.  [Only once quarter]

· Science Fair Projects may be performed for extra credit.  The amount of credit will depend on the quality of the project.

Make-up Work:


It is the student's responsibility to get make-up assignments and notes from the teacher or from another student.  It is also the student's responsibility to present the teacher with the excused absence slip, if he/she has one.  All of this should be done at time respectful of the class’s time.  If the teacher is not presented with an excused absence slip, you will receive no grade for that class day.  Quizzes may not be made up.  However, the missed grade will not count against students with excused absences.

Late Work:
Deadlines are one of the more important consequences of the real world.  In light of such, late work is highly discouraged.  In the case of extreme circumstances, exceptions could occur.  Such allowances may only be achieved by private conference between teacher and student.  

ATTENTION TO ALL CLASSES!!!!!


This is an advanced class.  You will be expected to perform like advanced students.  You will have chances to obtain extra credit as well as the pleasure of turning assignments in late.  DO NOT ask me to give you a few points.  You get the grade you earn.  I expect you to earn a good one.
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