
I love “Dixie.”  Early in my tenure, I realized this is the proper way to address my new school.  When first asked by people about my new job assignment, I would answer “Dixie Heights High School” or “Kenton County.”  I soon however found that most people, especially students and former graduates, lovingly refer to the school as “Dixie.”  

It seems to me that I have found a home here at “Dixie.”  I enjoy my job and look forward to each day with the Cornels.  This is the fifth school I have worked in since beginning my career in education fourteen years ago.  I have to say this is my favorite job, full of students and adults who brighten my day on a regular basis.  Although I am involved with many different projects here at Dixie.  My core responsibilities include freshman academy, science, discipline, and May Term.  

Freshman academy is Dixie’s way of trying to make every freshman successful in high school.  This transition can be difficult form many.  Being dumped into a high school with over 1200 students as the “low man on the totem pole” can be quite a dramatic experience.  Although this is the third year for the freshman academy at Dixie, we continue to have challenges with our freshman.  With the advent of trimesters coming soon, we will have to make many adjustments to assure continued success.
With my experience as a former science teacher and department head I am aiding the science department in an exiting metamorphosis.  Students will soon see a science department where the teachers are teaching such exciting classes as Forensics, Zoology, Aeronautics, and many others.  Once, the school decided to go to trimesters and the release of new core content the science department began to ramp up their curriculum.  Beginning next year students will have much more choice about what science classes they can take.  These classes are based on student interest and have the potential to yield the premier science department in Northern Kentucky.
Discipline is a challenge to say the least; however most Dixie students are great kids.  Sure they misbehave occasionally, but more often than not these altercations are minor.  This is a good school with good kids and requires no more than a minimal level of interventions.
May term is one of the most exciting initiatives of which I am involved.  Basically, one week of May will be devoted to special interest classes for juniors and seniors.  These classes will focus on non-traditional school activities which are highly engaging and entertaining for students.  Each class will last three hours a day for five days.  Each student therefore will sign up for two of these classes.  While many of the teachers will conduct classes such as fishing, local architecture, and scrap booking, we also have the advantage of local business supporters who plan on teaching students how to dance, perform aerobics, and run a business.  The student vision team here at Dixie have worked hard for the last two years in order to realize the advent of May Term.  I myself was the primary advocate and designer of the first May Term classes in a Kentucky high school in Oldham County.  
These and many other reasons are why I love Dixie.  I enjoy the students.  The teachers really care about kids.  The administration and the central office work together for the success of all.  It is like a family.  I have said it before and I will say it again, “I Love Dixie.”

