Importance of the Educational Portfolio

Being a leader in today’s schools is one of the most important challenging jobs in the world.  The amount of pressure, legal requirements, budgets, and other demands on a principal are unending.  I have yet to be a principal, and although I am currently on an administrative team I only see a portion of the job.  In this first year of being an intricate part of the leadership team, I have referred to my portfolio numerous times.  Additionally, I often am asked to work on a task which resembles a project in my portfolio.  The collection of such a large amount of finalized, evaluated pieces of work is a great resource for me and my school.

I am just beginning to apply for administrative jobs.  It is my plan to eventually move up the ranks in administration in order to positively affect more and more students.  Many of these interviews will be with site-based committees, while others will be with individuals.  No doubt, I will be in competition with many highly qualified candidates.  I know my portfolio will be of great value in these processes.  Not only will the experience of working with others and completing difficult task aid me in addressing difficult questions, but interviewers will be able to browse items I created and used in my Indiana University Southeast classes.
Additionally, this portfolio allows others, as well as me, to take a holistic look at my work in an administrative role.  I will continue to update this portfolio as I advance in my career.  It is a powerful tool to have in the arsenal of an administrator.
