Reflection II

My greatest strength is my ability to inspire people to work hard and be willing to change.  With the pressures of high stakes testing and the ever-changing world it is becoming much more difficult to keep up.  Additionally it has become impossible for one person to be the sole leader of a school or community.  I am talented at encouraging and providing support for teachers and parents within the school.  

As a teacher I was able to make teaching an enjoyable meaningful experience for my students.  I accomplished this by using a litany of strategies.  Additionally, I have developed curriculums for many original classes.  One of these curriculums, forensic science, has been published by an educational organization.  These experiences allow me to work with teachers and students in an extremely productive manner.  I am able to relate to their challenges in and out of the classroom.

My most needful area of improvement is experience.  I know there are many unforeseen issues and situations which will arise in an administrative position.  I am currently undertaken new administrative challenges on a regular basis.  Additionally, I want these experiences.  I have little doubt that there are many lessons which may only be learned on the job in real-life situations.  

I am a life-long learner with a goal of becoming a principal and then an educational consultant.  I will complete the Administration program at Indiana University Southeast in the fall of 2005.  I am an active member of several professional associations including the Kentucky Science Teachers Association (KSTA), the National Science Teacher Association (NSTA), the Cave Research Foundation (CRF), and the National Speleological Society (NSS).  Just this November, I conducted two sessions-“Multiple Intelligences in Science” and “Forensics for High School” at the KSTA Conference in Lexington.  I am scheduled to present the “Forensics for High School” session at the NSTA Conference in Nashville this coming fall.  CRF and NSS are organizations dedicated to cave research and preservation.  Members spend many weekends documenting, mapping, and preserving karsts lands and surrounding areas. Much of my work with CRF has been at Mammoth Cave National Park.  I have attended numerous science preparatory trainings, such as the NASA Space Camp and Advanced Space Camp for Educators in Huntsville, Alabama.  Each summer I visit my colleagues at the Space Center to keep a breast on the most current use of science in the space program and aid in the education of young adults attending Space Camp.  Recently I was recognized for my development, teaching, and publishing of a forensics curriculum for high school students by my hometown paper the Record, the Courier Journal, and on WHAS-11 news.
