CEO Needs Statements

 Step 1-The Content Area Need 

It is important to identify one main content area need that the candidate can justify with formal documentation. 

Then each candidate should select one subdomain in which the students and the candidate are weak. Again the candidate should use formal documents and the “Self Analysis Questionnaire” to support the statement. 

Candidates should refer to the Kentucky Core Content to help them use exact language as they identify their content areas. 

Only 9% of our 11th grade students at our school scored at or above the proficient level in science.  Our students fall below the state average by 7% in the sub-domain of Matter: Structure/Property.  As noted in our school and district curriculum this topic is supposed to be taught to every sophomore during chemistry.  During science department meetings it was found that students in every chemistry class have a hard time with the mastering of these topics.  Each teacher found it difficult to make the topic seem real to the students.  Students tend to do poorly on such a test and forget the material quickly because it is so theoretical.  I myself struggle for ways to make this topic easier and more real to the students.  Obviously if a topic seems too hard, many students give up early.  In addition, purely theoretical studies are often forgotten much quicker than applied studies.  When in college we only attacked these topics from a theoretical view and I have never heard of PD on this specific topic.  The students and I both need more real applications of area of Matter: Structure and Properties because we have mainly been exposed to the theoretical side.

Step 2:  The Instructional Practice Need correlates directly with the content need.

The candidate picks a major practice to which his or her students need to be exposed and one in which he or she needs work so that the practice will increase learning in that content area.   


Teaching students about the structure and properties of matter has always been difficult.  Students have a hard time with the concepts.  This is mainly due to the largely theoretical nature of the topics.  Traditionally a large part of the presentation of such topics is lecture and notes.  As a result students endure taking notes and reading about the structure and properties of matter.  This type of instruction works well for students who are logical, visual, and/or  intrapersonal students, but students more talented in other intelligence (linguistic, rhythmic, kinesthetic, naturalist, existential, and interpersonal) struggle or give up all together.  Physical Science is a comprehensive subject, and the loss of a student any time during the year can put them so far behind they may never catch up.  I have had several college classes and workshops, which dealt with learning styles.  However, I have only just recently been exposed to the multiple intelligence models and would benefit from learning much more on the topic.  Teaching to several of the multiple intelligence though out the instruction of the structure and properties of matter should accomplish two things.  First, it should help form all students into a more complete learner by forcing them exercise different intelligence.  Second, it should help students who don't normally do well with logical or visual presentations to do better in science than would normally be expected.

Step 3: The leadership need is a teacher need. The candidate will use this skill to effectively share what he or she learns about content and instructional practice.

I should make a presentation at a state or national science conference.  In doing so I will first need to contact several of the organizations and discover what is involved in the application process.  In anticipation for such a presentation it will be necessary to put together a comprehensive presentation of my work on multiple intelligence in the chemistry class.  This should include and outline of the content with examples, student work, comments, and benefits to the students.  There are several presentations and workshops for multiple intelligence every year at a number of locations.  However, there are no workshops, which deal directly with using multiple intelligence in a chemistry classroom.  Many teachers would benefit from learning how to teach to multiple intelligence in their classes.  Doing so would help transform all students into a more complete learner by forcing them to exercise different intelligence and it would help students who don't normally do well (linguistic, rhythmic, kinesthetic, naturalist, existential, interpersonal) to do better in science than normally expected.  It would also give teachers more possible strategies to reach more children.  Finally, most questions on the KATS test requires students to use more than one intelligence at a time.  If students get practice using several different intelligences in their everyday class work, then they will perform better on assessments.
