Community Profile
Demographics:

I teach at the only high school in a mostly rural county.  There are about 1300 students in the four grade levels at our high school.  Many of my students work on farms, hunt, fish, and cruise the town hangouts on weekends.  There is not an abundance of activities for the youth in this county to experience.  Our county seat, the only real town in our county, has a population of 5707.   We do not have a movie theater, a skating rink, a mall, a dance hall, or even a drive-in movie theater.  The average annual household income is $18,886 and only 10.94% of the community have obtained a college degree.  Blue-collar jobs make up 58.66% of jobs in the county.  This may in part attribute to the 32% of our students on the free/reduced lunch program.  Our district has less cultural diversity than in other areas of Kentucky.  A significant number of our population has never traveled out of state; many locals were born and raised here.  There are only 2-4 (<1%) non-white students in the school during any given school year.  In spite of all this, most would say it is a good place to live.  The cost of living in our area is 10% below the national average, 72% of households include a child, air quality is high, and most people are courteous and friendly to one another.  Many students, however, will tell you the first thing they would like to do after high school is leave town.  Although many do just that, a majority of them attend either the nearest community college (thirty-minute drive) or the nearest university (just a one-hour drive), and visit home regularly.

Facilities:

One middle school serves our community, and all students from that school come to our high school.  Both the middle and high schools have excellent facilities.  The middle school, which houses grades 6-8, was built in 1997, and the high school recently benefited from a multimillion dollar expansion just a couple of years ago.  In 2000-2001 the 8th graders exited the middle school having produced the following ratings in science: 32% novice, 41% apprentice, and 27% proficient and distinguished.  These scores yielded an academic index of 61.9 in science; just short of their 62.3 goal.  The goal for 2002 and 2004 is 67.6 and 72.9, respectfully.  

The high school is well staffed with many professional resources.  The board employs one full-time school nurse's aid for the high school and a district school nurse who visits each school once a week.  The gym (capacity of 2500) is in excellent condition and has a newly renovated floor.  My department, science, just adopted new science texts in 2002-2003.  We have eight fully equipped science labs with sufficient lab materials and a nice library with an excellent librarian.  Three of these labs were built during the latest expansion and are of a quality seen in few high schools statewide.  Additionally, we boast an Internet-capable computer lab, which may be reserved for instructional use during the school day.  This lab offers use with educational software, research, and exposure to the Internet.  School administration personnel are extraordinary; they are supportive both professionally and personally. 

Teacher Profile:

Most of my science colleagues are young teachers who are still finding their specific teaching styles.  They have not yet had time to become specialists.  However, our school does employ a seasoned psychology teacher who is a specialist in his field.  I often collaborate with him on related topics in my classroom.  There are also two English teachers with whom I collaborate on a regular basis.  We have a few parents who are actively involved in their children’s education, but most are simply not involved. 

I have been an educator for ten years; I am currently in my fourth classroom assignment.  I have the best science lab in the department.  It has a large amount of space for lab activities and instruction.  It also has plenty of storage and an adjoined office.  I enjoy teaching students in several different levels of chemistry, including a few elective classes.  I am proficient in most technology and enjoy using and implementing it in the classroom.  In addition to my desire to teach, I have a passion for my field.  I do my best to pass some of that passion onto my students.  I also have a corny sense of humor that I sprinkle into my lessons to hold students’ interest.  Learning is most effective when mingled with a little fun.  

I have earned degrees in Math and Chemistry from Western Kentucky University and often attend non-required professional development in these areas and others.  Most recently, I twice attended Space Camp for Educators in Huntsville, AL.  I also spent a week each at a cave cartography workshop and at an astronomy workshop.  I have tutored adults in mathematics from the time I was in college until the present.  Most of my colleagues are currently taking classes in order to earn a master’s degree.  A few attend national conferences and other workshops.
