Career Analysis
(3-4 days over a couple of weeks)
Brennon Sapp


Date:___ 1/22/03_____     Age/Grade Level:​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​__10-12_____
Chemistry


# of Students:____27_____
# of IEP Students:____3____
Major Content:  Chemistry
Unit Title:  Real Life Science and Career Exploration
ACTIONS:
Lesson Objectives:

· Students will research many facets of a science career
· Students will use technology for research

· Students will make contact with a professional scientist

· Students will use technology to exhibit what they learn about a career in science
Connections (to Kentucky Learner Goals):

Science in Personal and Social Perspectives 
Context (in relation to subject, core content, CEO goals):

Students are asked to choose any career related to science in order to research many aspects of the career.  This project informs the students of possible careers and needed preparations.  In addition, students will interview a scientist about the job they are researching.  In doing so, they will have to use technology and community resources.  Finally students will organize a summary of all their work into a brochure for their career of choice to be published in the library.
Resources (used & needed):

· “Choices” program-a career exploration program which involves an interest survey, job lists, job characteristics, suggestion preparations, possible majors, plus college, and scholarship information.
· Career Analysis directions Sheet

· Microsoft Word or Publisher to produce brochures

· Design a Brochure Handout

· T-viewer for the television
Procedures:

1. A few days before explaining the details of this lesson, inform students that they will soon be asked to research a science career.  They should think about possible careers to research.
2. Connect a computer to the television and show students how to navigate “Choices.”  Take the students to the computer lab and ask them to complete the interest survey in “Choices”.  

3. A few days latter give students the Career Analysis Directions sheet and explain what information they are to research on a science career.  Also inform them they will need to locate a professional, in their career of choice, to interview.  If some students have trouble finding someone to interview, then you should try to help them find a professional to interview.
4. The next day of class, spend some time talking to students about interview strategies.
5. After the students have received most of the information they need and completed their interview, show them how to format word and publisher for brochures.  Pass out the “Designing a Brochure” handout.  Also spend some time showing them how to copy, paste, and document their work.
6. Give the appropriate amount of time in the computer lab.  Upon completion, place the brochures in the library for interested students to read.  
Student Assessment:

Students will be assessed during each phase of the project by observation.  Check points for student progress:  completion of interest survey, career choice, completion of career analysis questions, interview completion, and brochure design.
IMPACT:
This lesson took a large amount of time.  However, many students really put forth a lot of effort on this project.  Many students expressed great joy and appreciation for being allowed to perform such a project.  The contact initiated by students was an incredible outcome of this project.  Some students spoke with people they had never met before.  Others interview a family member.  Either way, a great deal of respect was developed for these professionals.  Some students seemed to discover a career goal, while others expressed disbelief or a change of future career plans.  This is a worth while project which gives purpose to some students. 
REFINMENT:  (Extension/Follow-up)
There are many variables which could be changed on this project.  It will take quit a bit of experimentation to determine the best sequence and time constraints.  I personally feel I gave the students too much information at a time.  When introduced to technology and information simultaneously, they were confused and required a significant amount of one on one time.  As the project moves from one phase to the next, it becomes increasingly important that all students are caught up.  The interview was the largest obstacle.  In the future I will be more ready and able to direct students to sources of interviews.    
