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Chemistry Notes Chapter 4


Orbitals come in many different shapes.  The [image: image1.png]


simplest two shapes are spherical (round) and dumbbell.


    


Spherical (s)



   Dumbbell (p)

The p orbital can exist in any of three directions, left-right, up-down, and/or forward-backward.
These are the paths electrons take around the nucleus of the atom.
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The electron configuration is short hand for the [image: image2.png]


arrangement of electrons in an atom

Ex:  1s2  2s2  2px1py1pz1 is the notation for:
An orbital is a highly probable location about a nucleus where an electron may be found

























