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ACTIONS:
Lesson Objectives:

· Students will learn to use a new simpler guide to answering open-response questions.
· Students will learn how to answer and open-response question.

· Students will be exposed to multiple levels of open response questions.

· Students will learn to analyze an open-response answer.
Connections (to Kentucky Learner Goals):

This lesson will help students learn how to better express the knowledge required of the Kentucky Learner Goals.
Context (in relation to subject, core content, CEO goals):

Many students have trouble answering open-response questions.  It is evident from our school’s scores on Open-Response questions, that most of our students receive a 0 or 1.  Talking with students, it is also evident that they are not comfortable with the rubric provided on the test.  They find the rubric provided by the state to be cumbersome.  Many students ignore the states rubric because it is to long or to hard for them to understand.  This “Checklist” will be provided for them on open-response questions throughout the semester.  I am hopeful that by the end of the year, the students will automatically complete the tasks suggested by the checklist with out having to use it as a prompt.  
Resources (used & needed):

· Checklist Overhead
· Sample Open Response Questions and Answers
· Highlighters

· Pencils and Paper
Procedures:

1. Review students Multiple Intelligence Scores.  Be prepared to group students so that each group gets a strong linguistic student and a strong intrapersonal student.

2. Speak to students about the importance of being able to express themselves appropriately when writing.
3. Remind them that throughout the course of this class they will have to answer many open-response questions, as well as on the CATS evaluation in April.

4. Ask them what they think makes a good response to an open-response question.

5. Write their comments on the board as you discuss it with them.  After receiving an ample number of suggestions, discuss with the students which are actually most important.

6. Also identify misconceptions.

7. Introduce students to the Open-response Checklist.  Inform them that the instructor will post this checklist each time they have to answer an OR question, and will assess their answers accordingly.

8. Show the students an open-response question.  Use one they will know the answer to.  Work through a response with them using the Checklist.

9. Afterwards, put up a couple of different pre-prepared answers.  Have the students evaluate these with you, using the checklist.  

10. Now break the students into groups.  Give each group an open response question with the answer.  Ask them to evaluate the question according to the Checklist.  
11. Finally, give each group an open-response question and have them answer it using the checklist.  Walk around the room to facilitate.  As each group finishes, read their response and comment on it.

12. Each and every time an open-response question is given to the class, post the OR checklist and remind students to use it.
Student Assessment:

· Student response during the lesson
· Observation of group work

· Review and conference with group at the completion of an Open-Response question

· Each student will be evaluated independently each time they use this checklist to answer open-response questions through out the semester
IMPACT:
This was a good lesson.  Most teachers, including myself, over look this part of education.  In the past I would simply complain about my students in ability to answer an open-response question.  Many times it could be that a student knows the answer, but not how to answer.  I feel this will improve my students’ open-response answers dramatically.  The grouping worked out excellently.  Some students complained about not being able to work with their friends.  I reminded them that we were grouping as to best promote learning as we discussed at the beginning of the semester.  Most were accommodating.  As for the performance of the groups, I am extremely pleased with their performance on all sections of this lesson. 
REFINMENT:

Extension/Follow-up:

This lesson requires little refinement.  It went as expected and I feel successful.  I will try to remind students more often of why they can’t always be grouped with their friends.  I suspect that as I do more grouping, they will become used to the procedure.  Follow-up will be involved each and every time my students are responding to open-response questions.
